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The Firſt Court 


held on Tueſday 
the 12th of No- 
vember, 1751, 
andin the Twen- 
ty-fifth Year of 
the Reign of King 
George II. of 
Great - Britain, 


Se. 


2 18 ao: that the Thanks of 
this Court "a4 given to the Rev. 


Mr. RicHarD KING, Chaplain to 
the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, 
for his Sermon, preached before this 
Court, and the Liveries of the ſe- 
veral Companies of this City, at 
the Cathedral Church of St. Paul,. 
on Tueſday the fifth Inſtant, and 
that he be fa to ron: the 


ſame. 


MAN. 


— — 


To the Rionr HoxovkABLIE 


THOMAS WINTERBOTTOM, Eſq; © 


LORD MAYOR 


OF THE 


CIIY or LONDON. 
My Lord, 


Cannot addreſs this Sermonto your 
Lordſhip, without putting you in 
mind how much even different Par- 
ties rejoice to ſee this City under the 
government of a Magiſtrate, ſo able to 
ſuſtain, and ſo refokite to execute all 
the various and difficult parts of his 
high Office. Your merit has raifed 
their expectations; your honour is 
concerned in 1 ſeeing them all anſwered ; 
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iv 
and ſhould I ſay the higheſt will not 
be diſappointed, my opinion will not 
be thought partial, though I profeſs 
myſelf, with the warmeſt Zeal, 


My Lord, 


Your Loraſhip's 


moſt obliged humble Servant, 


RICHARD KING. 


St, Mary-at Hill, 
November 20, 
1751. 
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PSALM cxlv. Verſe 15. C 


Happy are the People, that are in ſuch a 
Caſe ; yea, bleſſed are the People, who 
have the Lord for their God | 


E are aſſembled here to worſhip the Lord 
in the beauty of holineſs; and never had 


we more reaſon to do ſo than on this 


occaſion. 

For wherefore are we now called together, but to 
thank the Lord for a deliverance, to which we owe 
this pleaſing opportunity of viſiting his courts? The 
remembrance of which mercy ſhould ever make this 
day, a day of praiſe and thankſgiving, as well as of joy 
and gladneſs. | 


Our preſent Buſineſs is humbly to beg of God, that 
he would perfect our deliverance, by ever keeping us 
ſafe from the ſecret conſpiracies of thoſe, who would 
be glad to defile and deſtroy our Jeruſalem. 

B That 


121 


That he may hear our prayers, and we not fruſtrate 
the deſign of this Anniverſary, we ſhould take care to 
offer them up with pure hearts and holy hands; not 
more earneſtly requeſting future favours, than truly 
thankful for paſt mercies. 

And, to ſtir us up to the performance of our duty, 
it will be worth our while to recollect the bleſſings, 
which God did (as on this day) preſerve, and which 
his providence hath hitherto continued to us, both as a 
church and flate. 

Such a recollection will teach us juſtly to value our 
ſituation ; a ſituation few can boaſt of but aurſelves, 
who profeſs the pureſt religion, under one of the beſt 
civil eſtabliſhments in the world. Well then may we 
ſay with the Plalmiſt, Happy are the people, that are in 
ſuch @ caſe ; yea, bleſſed are the people, who. have the 
Lord for their God ! 

In the verſes immediately preceding the text, Deu 
indeed enumerates ſeveral other bleſſings, which may 
fairly be allowed to. denominate a nation happy : ſuch. 
as, numbers of inhabitants, and a healthy and comely 
race of children ; plenty of all forts of proviſions, 
and the hopes of its continuance from year to. year; a 

ſecurity from foreign neighbours, with peace at home; 
and 


[3] 
and, in conſequence of all this, no cauſe of crying or 
complaining in their ſtreets. 

Theſe doubtleſs are great and ineſtimable bleſſings, 
which ſhould be acknowledged with the voice of Joy 
and gratitude. 

And, though this is but a juſt repreſentation of our 
own condition, yet I ſhall wave the conſideration of 
theſe particulars, that I may enlarge upon what I pro- 
poſe for the employment of this Diſcourſe, which 


is, 


Firſt, to remark upon the nature of that conſtitu- 
tion we live under, ſo well adapted to all the wiſe pur- 
poſes of government. 

Secondly, to ſhew you (what completes our felicity) 
the ſuperior excellence of the Chriſtian religion, as now 
held forth to us in the church of England. 

Thirdly, to provoke you to the duty of thankfulneſs, 
by putting you in mind of thoſe particular deliverances, 
which we are now called upon to commemorate. 


I. Firſt, I ſhall remark upon the nature of that con- 
ſtitution we live under, fo well adapted to all the wiſe 
purpoſes of government, 
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It is evident, that ſocieties, which were originally 
intended for the good of individuals, cannot anſwer 
that end, without the appointment of ſome reſtraining 
ſalutary laws; the making and executing of which be- 
ing deſigned for the benefit of the people, whoſe per- 
ſons and properties were to be hereby defended, the 


fountain of all juſt power may be ſaid to be from 
them. 


The difficulty at firſt was to determine in what hands 
to lodge it ; and this gave riſe to thoſe various forms of 
government, which we ſee ſubſiſting in different parts of 
the world. | 
The moſt natural kind of government ſeems to be 
that of a /ingle perſon, which would alſo be the 6%, 
if he, who is to be entruſted with the chief manage- 
ment of it, could promiſe ſufficient abilities, and an 
inflex{ble refolution always to do what was right. 

But, as kings are but men, and princes but the ſons 
of men, therefore abſolute monarchy, or an unlimited 
uſe of power, is dangerous, as being too great a temp- 
tation to tyranny ; ſince power naturally tends to cor- 
rupt the heart; in which caſe the ſubjects have no re- 
medy left againſt becoming ſlaves, but ſuch a one, as 
= be deſtructive of the ſociety, to which they be- 
ong. 


To 


[iS] 

To avoid this inconvenience, it was thought a more 
ſafe and uſeful ſtep, to deviſe mixed monarchies, in 
which the prince and the people might have their pro- 
per ſhare of power ; the prerogative of the one, and 
the liberties of the other, being at the ſame time a ſe- 
curity for the due exerciſe of both. | 

And this is the very form of the Britiſh conſtitution * 
a conſtitution- ſo happily contrived, as to be able, by a 
wiſe diſtribution of power among the three branches of 
our legiſlature, to prevent any one of them from having 
or acquiring a command or corrupt influence over the 
other. 

To the King, who, according to an old and ap- 
proved maxim, in his own perſon can do no wrong, 
is committed the executive; to the people, jointly 
with him, the legiſlative power. Theſe again are di- 
vided into two bodies, the Lords and the Commons; the 
former, the ſupreme judicature; the latter, the grand 
inqueſt of the nation. By the laws of our land, they 
are deſigned as a check upon each other, and have a 
right of controuling each other's determinations. 

This ſubordination of power happily hinders ma- 
jeſix and liberty from treſpaſſing upon one another, and 
keeps the governors and governed within their juſt 


bounds; and the authority of each is now ſo diſtinctly 


aſcer- 
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161 
aſcertained, that an encroachment upon either may be 
ſoon diſcovered, and a ſtop put to it, e er it proceeds 
too far. 

While each part of the legiſlature acts with ſuch an 
independency, as can alone keep up the ſeveral de- 
grees of power, delegated to them, our conſtitution 
muſt continue in it's full vigour, and much good will 
reſult to every mernber of the community 

From theſe brief remarks made upon our govern- 
ment, we may be aſſured of this as a truth, that no 
one was ever better adapted to ſecure the happineſs and 
welfare of a people living under it. Vet, as every 
ſyſtem of human invention muſt be liable to ſome ob- 
jections, ſo we cannot but allow, becauſe we have ſe- 
verely felt, that our own is not entirely free from 
them. ä 

The Engliſh annals afford us inſtances of various and 
frequent diſturbances, that have ariſen from diſputes 
between prerogative on the one fide, and privilege on 
the other. | 

To what lengths they have been carried, fatal ex- 
perience informs us. But then, whatever ſtruggles our 
countrymen met with for the preſent, theſe, in the end, 
reduced them to the neceſſity of acting in ſuch a man- 
ner, as brought the State back to its primitive inſti- 

0 tution, 


171 
tution, and proved the goodneſs of thoſe principles, upon 
which it was founded. 

Inſtead then of repining at any expence of blood or 
treaſure, which the preſervation of our liberties has 
already, or may hereafter coſt us, let us think our- 
ſelves ſufficiently repaid, while we are able to tile our. 
{elves a free nation ; and fuch we have it in our power 
to continue, if we will but purſue the plan, chalked 
out to us by our anceſtors. 

The way to do this, is to keep- up a ſpirit of liberty, 
ever jealous of, and careful to prevent any invaſion. 
upon the fundamentals of our conſtitution... It is this 
ſpirit, which diſtinguiſhes the patriot from him, who. 
is governed by party. It is an enemy to faction, and 
prefers the love of country to every other confide- 
ration. It is this ſpirit, that has ferved us in the greateſt 
extremities, and makes us now the envy and glory of 
all around us. 

But, notwithſtanding all thoſe - Wha advantages 
we reap, as ſubjects of a government, ſo wifely frame d- 
and fo well conſtituted as ours; yet what completes our 
happineſs will be beſt ſeen under. the ſecond head, by. 
ſhewing you the ſuperior excellence of the Chriſtian re- 
ligion, as now. held forth to us in the. Church of Eng- 

land. 


[8] 
land. Bleſſed are the people, who have the Lord for 
their God ! 


II. In order to do this, we ſhall conſider the ſupe- 
rior excellence of the Chriſtian religion as it᷑ is in Itſelf 
Arſt, with reſpe& to the Divine Being. 

And it gives us ſuch a knowledge of his Attributes, 
as makes our conceptions of him the moſt perfect, that 
we are able to form, It teaches us to look upon, and 
adore him, not only as the Creator and Preſerver of all 
things, but as the Redeemer of loſt man by his Son. 
Chriſt Feſus ; this being that great myſtery of godli- 
neſs, which before had never been ſo clearly revealed, 
but is now made fully known unto us, according to his 

good pleaſure, which he had purpoſed in himſelf. 
It gives us to underſtand, that God is a Spirit, and, 
accordingly, it commands us to worſhip him in ſpirit 
and in truth ; to offer him the calves of our lips before 
4 tbe calves of our ſtalls, and the ſervice of the heart be- 

| fore both. | | 
| The doctrines, by which we are enjoyned to regu- 
1 jate our practice, are ſuch, that to perform the duty of 
| . a Chriſtian is no more than to perform the duty of a 
man; and they are alſo ſo agreeable to our natures, 

| 8 
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that we ſhould have been obliged to-receive them, 
whether any revelation had intervened or no. 

To love and fear Gd; to be juſt and charitable to 
_ others; to be chaſte, ſober, and temperate ourſelves ; 
all theſe are but the rules, which reaſon itſelf dictates to 
us for our conduct; and they are the ſame, which 
make up the religion of Chriſt. 

Man's depravity and inability to follow theſe rules, 
contracted by the fall of our firſt parents; and the ſen- 
tence, incurred by their diſobedience, including all 
mankind in it, made the republication of them ne- 
ceſſary under the Goſpel-diſpenſation, in which God 
enters into a new covenant with man, and, upon 
certain conditions to be performed by him, and the 
uſe of eertain ordinances, which he has thought pro- 
per to appoint as badges and ſeals of this covenant; 
as ſet forth to us in the ſcriptures; I ſay, upon theſe 
conſiderations, man's fins and tranſgreſſions 9 pro- 
miſes to remember no more. 

Here then a new ſcene opens; and Cbriſtianity, 
in this view, may be reckoned as old as the creation ; 
for all moral duties are the ſame now they ever 
were, only heightened and' improved under the Evan- 
gelick ſcheme; enjoined with greater authority, en- 
forced with more powerful ſanctions, and the per- 

C formance 
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formance of them encouraged with ſuch promiſes 
of aſſiſtance, as no other religion ever yet at- 
We are now aſſured, that whatever difficulties 
we meet with, whatever temptations may offer them- 
{elves in the way ef our Chriſtian courſe, (which 
the Scriptures properly term a warfare) the fuc- 
cour of Divine grace will be 'beftowed upon all, who 
duly pray for it, ſo that we may fay with the Apo 
tle, ug gladly therefore will I rather glory in my 
infir mities, that the pawer of Chriſt may ref# upon 
This is the ſuperior excellence of the Chriſtian re- 
ligion, conſidered in itſelf. 
And. it is our peculiar happineſs, to profeſs it in 
the Church of England, in its. greateſt and real pu- 
rity, We are now no longer forced to receive for 
doctrines, the commandments. of men. We warſhip 
God, according as we are taught ta believe of him, 
without idolatry or ſuperſtition, not direfting any 
part of our worſhip to creatures, whether Saints or 
Angels. We truſt to the merits af Jeſus Chriſt alone 
for the pardon of our ſins, and look upon all Tadul- 
gencies from ſecular powers, as the cunning crafti- 
neſs of men, whereby they, lie in wait to deceive, and 
a 


[11] 

a ſhameful abuſe of our moſt holy religion. We 
now ſearch every one of us the Scriptures for our- 
felves, in our own tongue, and give our aſſent to the 
contents of them, not implicitly, but after a full con- 
viction of their being of divine authority, deſpiſing 
tradition, as one of the arts of Prieſts, who handle the 
word of God deceitfully. We repent of our fins by 
confeſſing them to God, and to him only. All 
other kinds of confeſſion, all arbitrary penances, and 
pretended haſty abſolutions, we condemn as the in- 
ventions of that fon of perdition, that Anti-chriſt, 
which was to come into the world, to uſurp and ty- 
rannize over the conſciences of weak brethren, We 
allow of thoſe facraments only, which Chriſt hath 
appointed in his Church, and, in the uſe of them, 
ſuffer not ourſelves to be impoſed upon, by the docs 
wine of Tranſubfantiation, which we rejecb as 3 
leſs, abſurd, and impious. 

Such is the excellence and purity of that inthe 
we. are now admitted to, in. oppoſition to the cor- 
ruptions of Popery. This is that religion, the mem- 
bers of which make up that ſpiritual building, where 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf is the chief corner- None. And 
upon this foundation it is, that the Church of Eng- 

Ca - © 
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jund is ſo ſecurely laid, that we are told, the gates of 
bell ſhall never prevail againſt it. 

Hitherto this promiſe of our Saviour concerning 
his Church hath been wonderfully fulfilled, not- 
withſtanding the imminent dangers, to which it has 
been fo often expoſed ; and the defign of this aſ- 
ſembly is to thank God for the gracious e 
tion of it, as upon this day. 

And, the better to provoke you to this duty of 
thankfulneſs, 1 ſhall, in the third and Ia place, put 
you in mind of thoſe particular Deliverances, which 
we are now met to commemorate. 


III. The bufineſs of this folemnity will oblige us 
to look back upon what immediately followed, af- 
ter the death of that famous Princeſs, who once did 
her Country ſo much ſervice, and now does ſo much 
honour to our hiſtory. 

Her ſucceſſor was ſcarcely ſettled on the throne of 
England, before the reſtleſs ſpirit of Popery, ſtirred 
up, and aſſiſted by various parties, began to try its 
greateſt efforts towards bringing this nation into 
ſubjection to a foreign Court, of its own profeſſion , and 


conſequently an enemy to ours, 
It 


( 13 ] 

It had been very buſy, ever fince the times of the 
Reformation; and had exerciſed its perſecuting power 
upon many of thoſe, who were bold enough to ap- 
pear in defence of ſo intereſting a cauſe. The Pro- 
teftants of France, were an early and ſhocking proof 
of its bigotry and cruelty: and what the Evange- 
lical churches ſuffered in other parts of Europe is 
even yet freſh in the memories of many. The ſhort 
reign of Queen Mary will ever be a ſad example of 
what our forefathers then underwent, and ſhould be 
a caution to us of what we ought to fear, if ever the 
Papiſts get the reins of government again into their 
hands, 

But, to give us a thorough deteſtation of their 
principles and doctrines, -we need only reflect (and 
we cannot refle& without horror) upon the intended 
miſchiefs of this day; miſchiefs, that very nearly 
threatened us; and which, had they taken effect, (ſo 
extravagantly wicked was the contrivance) would 
have deſtroyed a whole nation with one ſtroke; ſo 
that we may on this occaſion make the ſame appeal 
the Prophet Joel made upon another — Hear this, ye 
old men, and give ear all ye inhabitants of the land! 
Has this been in your days, or in the days of your fa- 
thers ? | 

Of 
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Of all the meafures, that had been yet taken 
to put an utter end to the bleſſed Reformation in 
England, none were ever ſo black and horrid; 
none ever promiſed to be more fueceſsful; none 
were ever nearer an accompliſhment of all the ruin 
they were big with, than thoſe, which we are now 
calling to remembrance. 

And, when we conſider this, and what we muſt 
have felt, in caſe they had ſucceeded, and the 
ſeeming impoſſibilitx there was of efeaping from 
the hands of ſuch deſperate enemies, we have 
great reaſon to bleſs God, who faved us by a mi- 
racle of his providence, and ſay, not unto us, O Lord, 
not unto us, but unto. thy name give the praiſe. — 

And this praiſe is ſtil} farther due to him, who, 
being infinite in mercy, was pleaſed to make us once 
more an inflance of it, by putting it into the hearts 
of the people to oppoſe, and by infpiring them with 
ſuch a ſpirit of liberty, as enabled them to ſucceed 
againſt thoſe, who had made a ſecond attempt to ſub- 

| If ous religion and laws were then in the greateſt 
danger, it was owing to ſach a ſtrets} of the Pro- 
regatiue, as was: never known, until the times we 


SP 


4 | 
are ſpeaking of, 1 ws ſurceſſion of our 
Kings from the Conqueſt. 

We have before taken notice, that, agreeable to 
the nature of our Conſtitution, the King, Lords, 
and Commons, are the ſupreme Legiſlative power, and 
that no law can be made without theſe three powers 
conjunctively. 

That the King has a diſcretionary power in caſes, 
where the law has made no proviſion, we grant, 
and this is what is termed the King's Preroga- 
tive. 

But the prevailing principle of theſe times was 
to diſpenſe with all laws. Nor did the Prince, then 
on the throne, want creatures, who by their wicked 
counſels were ready to gratify his unbounded thirſt of 
power, by encouraging him to believe, that the King 
might act without law. 

In purſuance of this wild ſcheme, he publiſhed 
ſuch Declarations, as could not but alarm all thoſe, 
who had any regard for their own ſafety and property, 
or the very being of that Conſtitution, which was ſo 
glaringly ſtruck at. 

The moſt prudent, as well as moſt modeſt methods, 
were ſought out to prevent the grievances, that were 
coming on: theſe were tried, but without ſucceſs. 

If 
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If the King ſaw, yet he perſiſted in his error ; 
and his ſubjects ſaw too much, to bear ſuch an 
open and avowed violation of their liberties any 
longer. 

This forced them to take ſuch meaſures, as be- 
came the aſſertors of publick liberty; and God 
vouchſafed to bleſs them with ſuch ſucceſs, as de- 
livered this nation from the fear of groaning under 
Popiſh tyranny, the natural reſult of arbitrary power, 


and reſtored to us all the privileges, which, as Pro- 


teſtants and Engliſhmen, we can wiſh to enjoy. 

Shall we not then again return thanks unto Al- 
mighty God, for this his ſecond Deliverance, and, 
with the higheſt degree of rapture and exaltation, 
ſay, happy are the people, that are in ſuch a caſe ; yea 
Bleſſed are the people, who have the Lord for their 
God! — 

Thefe words have afforded us ample matter or 
ſpeculation, and very ſuitable to that ſolemn thankſ- 
giving, which we are now met to offer unto God. 

I would only treſpaſs a little longer upon your 
patience, while I juſt obſerve upon the manner, by 
which we may make our behaviour anſwerable to our 
duty. 


And 
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And, fit, with relation to the bleſſings we enjoy 
as Proteſtants, or members of a reformed Church un- 
der our preſent happy eſtabliſhment. 

Theſe ſhould oblige us to take care, that our con- 
ver ſation be as becomes the goſpel of Chriſt, As our 
worſhip and doctrines ſhew, that we have the Lord for 
our God, ſo ſhould our works and our lives be agree- 
able to the ſame, and in nothing more ſo, than by 


going on 70 keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond 


of peace, 
I ſpeak this with reſpe&t to that moderation we 


ought to ſhew to thoſe, who differ from us under 


an allowed Toleration, If they will not hold Com- 


munion with us of the Eftabliſhed Church, till let 
Brotherly Love continue on both ſides: and, while we 
are thankful for, and glad to make uſe of the 
book of Common Prayer, according to the form 
Preſcribed to us in our Liturgy, let us not envy 
them that liberty of conſcience the law permits 
them. The cauſes of Separation be to themſelves. 
Let there be no occaſion given on our parts to 
Juſtify them. Let us always make our Saviour's 
rule the meaſure of our acting towards them and 
all men; and then we ſhall ſooner come 70 be 


like minded one towards another ; and with one mind 
D and 
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1181 
and one mouth to ghiriſy God, even the Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 

L1ſtly, and to fill up the meaſure of our duty, 
let us conſider of the methods we ſhould take to 
ſocak our thankfulneſs for the privileges we ſhare as 
Engliſhmen, which are all owing to the Deliverances 
of this day, 

And here, let us in a particular manner rejoice» 
that we have a King to reign over us, who is 
bleſſed with a ſpirit of diſcerning to ſee wherein 
the happineſs and ſafety of his government and 
people conſiſt, and what will moſt effectually pro- 
cure both. 

In return, our obedience ought to meet his care 
and concern for the publick good, with a proportion- 
able chearfulneſs and alacrity. 

Circumſtances require at preſent, that we ſhould 
ſympathize with him on account of ſuch accidents, 
as the beſt of Kings, we ſee, are liable to, and 
which they cannot but. feel like other men. Shall 
He then have cauſe to mourn, and ſhall not we 
join to bear the burden of his woe? His forrow 
had ſcarce ſpent itſelf for the loſs of that valuable 
Prince whoſe death we ſo lately and ſo ſorely la- 
mented, when Providence thought fit to try hy 

Chriſtian 


[19] | 
Chriſtian reſignation by a repeated ſevere ſtroke in 
taking from him and our hopes, a young Hero, 
adopted into his family by a Marriage, from which 
we had preſaged the greateſt glory, the brighteſt 
triumphs, and the moſt diſtinguiſhed * to 
theſe nations. 

But He, of whom we * all theſe things, 
is no more! 

However ſuch a reflection may a little ſully the 
luſtre of this day's rejoicing, yet, God be praiſed! the 
King ſtill lives. And, to conclude our wiſhes in the 
more expreſſive ſublimity of the Eaſtern Stile; MAY 
THE KING LIVE FOR EVER ! Amen ! 
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